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ARMS MISSION 2017
Austin Road Middle School strives to develop a nurturing school community that encourages academic success for each student through a rigorous curriculum and extracurricular opportunities supported by dedicated teachers and staff. 
 

ARMS VISION 2017
Austin Road Middle School will cultivate an environment for creativity, innovation and leadership where we exceed expectations every day. 

ARMS BELIEFS 2017
Each student will become a contributing citizen of our community and global environment.
Coordinate Algebra Curriculum 

Unit 1: Building on standards from middle school, students will use quantities to model and analyze situations, use quantities to interpret expressions, and use quantities to create equations and inequalities to describe situations. In solving real-world problems, students will have the opportunity to recognize and represent constraints that may limit solutions with equations or inequalities, and with systems of equations and/or inequalities. Students will rearrange formulas to highlight a quantity of interest. 

Unit 2: Building on standards from middle school, students will analyze and explain the process of solving a linear equation, solve linear equations and inequalities in one variable, analyze and explain the process of solving a system of linear equations in two variables, solve a system of linear equations in two variables, and graph the solution set to a linear inequality in two variables. 

Unit 3: Students will analyze, compare, and contrast linear and exponential functions. Students will investigate key features of graphs, and create, solve, and graphically model linear and exponential functions. Students will recognize arithmetic sequences as linear functions and recognize geometric functions as exponential functions. Students will distinguish between real-world situations that can modeled with linear functions and with exponential functions. 

Unit 4: Students will summarize, represent, and interpret data on a single count or measurement variable. Students will summarize, represent, and interpret data on two categorical and quantitative variables. Students will interpret linear models. 

Unit 5: Building on standards from middle school, students will perform transformations in the coordinate plane, describe a sequence of transformations that will map one figure onto another, and describe transformations that will map a figure onto itself. Students will compare transformations that preserve distance and angle to those that do not. 

Unit 6: Students will use the concepts of distance, midpoint, and slope to verify algebraically geometric relationships of figures in the coordinate plane (triangles and quadrilaterals). Students will solve problems involving parallel and perpendicular lines, perimeters and areas of polygons, and the partitioning of a segment in a given ratio.
ACADEMICS

Academic Integrity Policy
The development of a sense of personal integrity and responsibility in our students is an important goal for our teaching efforts.  Students at Austin Road Middle School are expected to submit work for evaluation that has been completed solely by that student, unless group assignments have been so designated.  The following actions are considered to be violations of academic integrity:

· Using or receiving unauthorized materials in a test situation.

· Passing on test answers and/or questions to someone who has not taken the test.

· Turning in work for credit that is not the student’s own (i.e. gross plagiarism).

If a student is found to be in violation of the academic policy, the following measures should be taken:

· The student will receive a zero on the assignment and will not be allowed to complete the same.
· The teacher will inform the parent/guardian.

· Additional disciplinary action may be taken by the administration if warranted.

Course Description
Course: Coordinate Algebra
Course Description: 
The fundamental purpose of Coordinate Algebra is to formalize and extend the mathematics that students learned in the middle grades. The critical areas, organized into units, deepen and extend understanding of linear relationships, in part by contrasting them with exponential phenomena, and in part by applying linear models to data that exhibit a linear trend. Coordinate Algebra deepens and extends understanding of geometric knowledge from prior grades using a rigorous approach. The final unit in the course ties together the algebraic and geometric ideas studied. The Mathematical Practice Standards apply throughout each course and, together with the content standards, prescribe that students experience mathematics as a coherent, useful, and logical subject that makes use of their ability to make sense of problem situations. 

Homework Policy (Board Policy IHB)

Homework is defined as any required study assigned to be done after regular class time.  It is the policy and practice of Austin Road Middle School to assign homework as a positive, valuable tool which:

· Reinforces classroom instruction;

· Prepares students for upcoming topics;

· Aids in evaluating student progress.

Students must spend time outside of class completing daily homework assignments, reviewing class notes, or other assignments and projects that may be assigned.   Teachers use a variety of different on-line sites such as Edmodo, KhanAcademy, and Thatquiz.org to name a few.  Students are required to maintain an organized notebook in all classes.  Students should communicate with their teacher as soon as possible if they are having trouble.  

We are very excited about our new school year.  Please communicate with your teacher if you have any questions or concerns.

Late Work Policy
Assignments that are not submitted on time will receive an “M” (missing) within Infinite Campus gradebook. Not submitting assignments is a behavioral characteristic that should not receive an academic penalty. ARMS wishes to create a more responsible scholar/person and address said behavior(s) through reflection activities, as well as constructive dialogue. In doing so, our hope is that scholars will begin assuming responsibility for ensuring that their work is submitted on time, and that the quality therein far exceeds our expectations. All scholars will be given ample opportunities to submit their work through activities to include but not limited to amnesty day(s), working lunch, before/after school tutorial, etc. All work assigned an “M” (missing) within Infinite Campus will remain as such during the term in which the scholar’s assignment was due. Upon the completion of the term, any assignment that is not submitted, as required, will then result in the scholar receiving a grade of zero (0%) to remain permanently within the gradebook. Finally, all assignments submitted after the assigned due date will not receive a late penalty and will be graded accordingly contingent upon satisfactory completion of all requirements within the assignment.
It is the student’s responsibility to find out what they miss when they are absent!

	Grading Policy 
(Category Weights)
	

	
	


Final Average = 100%, which consists of: 

EOCT/Final Exam                             20%

Course Final Average                        80%

Course final average comprises practice (homework, classwork, projects, and notebook), quizzes, and common summative assessments. 

Grading System




A: 90-100
B: 80-89

C: 71-79

D: 70

F: 69 and below
Grade Reports and Report Cards

A grade report is issued at the end of each nine week period (twice per semester) via Infinite Campus.

Time Outside of Class:

You cannot expect to accomplish what you should from this course without spending time with math outside of class.  As well as completing daily homework assignments, you need to stay organized, spend time reviewing notes and assignments, carefully reflect on problems previously missed, etc.  It is my expectation that you spend approximately 15 – 30 minutes each evening (Monday through Friday) with homework and use the weekend to study, work on projects, review, get caught up, organize, etc.  Please communicate with me as soon as possible if you are having trouble managing your time or if you are spending significantly more than 15 – 30 minutes an evening working on math.  I truly want to help you get the most out of this course as you can.

Tutoring Availability:

The Math Lab is open to all students to receive tutoring on Tuesday and Wednesday mornings 8:15-8:45. 

Tutoring is available on Tuesday mornings from 8:00 – 8:30 AM in room 716.

Conferences (Parent-Teacher)

In the event that a student habitually misbehaves, a teacher-parent conference should be scheduled during the designated school-wide conference day or before/after school. Conferences may not be scheduled on any other day during planning without the consent of an administrator. 

Required Materials

Notebook paper


Binder (2 inch)

Calculator (TI- 30X)
Pencil(s)
Dividers (6)
Index Cards
Composition Notebook

Ruler
Manilla Folder (5)
Colored Pencils/Markers

Attendance 
Attendance

School attendance is directly linked to academic achievement; therefore, students are expected to attend school daily.  Attendance will be recorded daily.  However, illness and emergencies do occur.  In such cases, students should notify the teacher prior to the absence (if possible) or upon return of the reason for the absence and turn in the proper excuse to the attendance office.
Student Absences and Make-Up Work
Students must receive make up work for excused absences only.  It is the student’s responsibility to contact the teacher for make-up work. It is at the discretion of the teacher as to whether any additional work may be submitted due to the student’s absence. 

CONDUCT
Conduct Grades

Conduct grades will be placed in the grade book based upon a student’s behavior in class.  

S = Satisfactory

N = Needs Improvement

U = Unsatisfactory
Classroom Rules:

Be prepared to work when class begins. 
No horse playing.

No personal grooming.

Respect others at all times.
Get permission to leave your seat or to talk. 

Intervention/Consequences: 

1st Offense – Warning
2nd Offense - Student/Teacher Conference

3rd Offense: Silent Lunch
4th Offense: Parent Contact 
5th Offense JAG BITE issued and submitted on day of consequence

6th Offense – Office Referral  

Student Signature:________________________________________  Date: ______________________
Parent/Guardian Signature:________________________________  Date: ______________________
Parent/Guardian Phone #:______________________
Email:_________________________________
Work/Cell Phone #: ___________________________
Emergency: ____________________________
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